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A workshop on the early‑modern experience and representation of suffering was held 
in Lisbon on the 9th and 10th of April 2015, at the Catholic University of Portugal’s Centre of 
Religious History Studies (Centro de Estudos de História Religiosa). The event was titled, 
“Narratives of Suffering, Persecution and Disappointment in the Early Modern Period. Giving 
Birth to New Martyrs”. It was organised by Associate Researcher at the Centre, Leonardo 
Cohen, and, among other members of the Centre, in attendance was its Director, Prof. Paulo 
Fontes, along with participating scholars from the diverse nations of Portugal, Mexico, Israel, 
Italy, Germany, Latvia, Poland, and Australia. 
There were thirteen papers at the workshop, with several fruitful lines of inquiry 
underpinning them. Many papers explored the theme of martyrdom in the missionary context, and 
considered narratives of suffering and persecution as potent artefacts of mutual misunderstanding 
and incomprehension between Europeans and non‑Europeans in the complex interactions 
of the early‑modern world. Such dynamics were explored also in Europe, such as between 
Catholic and Protestant adversaries during the English Reformation. One theme that emerged 
from the papers was that when these misunderstandings led to persecution, the representations 
of martyrdom that followed often constituted a concerted effort on the part of surviving 
protagonists, or more distant commentators, to make sense of experiences awash with bitter 
suffering and disappointment, by transforming them into accounts of triumph and redemption. 
These mixed meanings of martyrdom were explored through a variety of subjects: 
many papers focused on Jesuit mission history and the rich sources that the Society of Jesus 
produced about its diverse experiences across many regions. The geographical scope of the 
papers also was impressive: they ranged from Japan and India, to a number of regions of Africa, 
and several locations in Europe. A variety of media informed the analyses, from the visual arts, 
to theatre and accounts of ritual performance, to literature, letters, and other textual materials. 
In keeping with the inter‑disciplinary nature of the workshop, the speakers employed different 
methodologies, from literary analysis, ethno‑history, anthropology, the history of emotions, 
social history, micro‑history, religious history and cultural history. 
The first paper by Camilla Russell, was concerned with the theme of martyrdom in 
the thousands of petitions written by young Jesuits seeking an appointment to the missions of 
the “Indies” during the first century of the Society of Jesus. These petitions provide a valuable 
opportunity to gage the response in Europe to the accounts of martyrdom that were flowing 
into Europe at the time. In the second paper, Ana Fernandes Pinto drew on her expertise in 
Japanology to explore the martyrdoms of twenty‑six Christians in Japan in 1597 (the majority 
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were Japanese, plus six Franciscans, and three Jesuit brothers), comparing the European published 
accounts of the executions, with the social contexts inside Japan, and the meanings they had as 
a Japanese event. The 1597 Japanese martyrdoms also were the focus of Pedro Lage Correia’s 
paper, this time from the perspective of the religious involved. Through his analysis of spirited 
written exchanges between the Franciscans and Jesuits, he explored the process by which the 
martyrdoms shifted from being understood as a predominantly Franciscan event to a Jesuit one, 
exposing the tensions that these martyrdoms created, the crisis they represented for the orders, 
and demonstrating another side to the martyrdoms from the accounts’ edificatory themes.
In the third panel, Gai Roufe presented an ethno‑historical study of the martyrdom of 
the Portuguese Jesuit, Gonçalo da Silveira, in Mozambique in 1561. The survival of two sources 
relating to the incident – including reports relayed from local eyewitnesses, and details such as 
the physical actions of the protagonists – enables a rare opportunity to reconstruct the event 
from the perspective of the participants, and to apprehend its meanings for the non‑European 
protagonists. Africa remained the focus of the second paper in this panel, with Robert Pietek 
exploring the Capuchin mission of Congo, the only pre‑colonial region of Africa to convert 
to Christianity in this period, and a valuable example of religious syncretism, but also of deep 
mutual misunderstanding. Pietek explained the terror of the Christian missionaries in the face 
of the local idol houses and “fetish” practices, which the friars felt bound to eradicate because 
of the evil they were understood to invoke. 
In the final panel of the first day, two papers focused on the western and eastern limits 
of Europe: England and Latvia. In the first paper, Sandra Heinen profitably shifted attention 
from Catholic martyrs to Protestant ones, through a literary and visual analysis of one of the 
most important martyrologies of the early‑modern period, John Foxe’s Book of Martyrs and 
the illustrations that adorned the 1570 edition. Moving to Catholic Latvia, Reinis Norkārkls 
provided an exploration of the global nature of early‑modern Christendom, harnessed by the 
Jesuits, and expressed through the curious case of the veneration of the Italian Catholic martyr 
of the Indies, Marcello Mistrilli, from Brazil, to Vienna, as well as Latvia. It was here that the 
Jesuit Simon Marcellus Widman took the martyr’s name (unusually for a Jesuit; they tended to 
keep their own names), and where the first Catholic text was published in 1696, about Mastrilli. 
The organiser of the event, Leonardo Cohen, opened the second day of the workshop 
by considering the failed Jesuit mission to Ethiopia. The fascinating and elaborate ceremony of 
expulsion performed and recorded by the Jesuits provided the means for Cohen to undertake 
an anthropological reading of the event, as an effort to translate trauma through the defensive 
function of ritual into symbols for posterity, and finally to become part of the narrative of 
heroic struggle. In the next paper, Dann Cazés Gryj explored theatre as another important 
medium for the narrative tradition of martyrdom in the early‑modern period, with the early 
Christian martyrdoms, but also more recent ones, such as those of Japan, providing much of 
the subject matter for the famous Jesuit plays of Golden Age Spain. While elaborate staging and 
sophisticated special effects were routinely employed for these re‑tellings, Cazés Gryj showed 
that, in line with theatrical usage from the Classical period onwards, emotion was evoked, not 
through the depiction of the deaths themselves – unlike the visual arts – but through the build 
up of tension before and after the executions.
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Returning to early‑modern martyrdoms par excellence – those of Japan – Miguel Rodrigues 
Lourenço studied how the deaths of three Jesuits in 1627 were transformed in some Jesuit 
circles from marking failure and eliciting bitter disappointment, into agents of salvation, thus 
entering into the collective imagination of redemption. Carla Alferes Pinto provided an extremely 
interesting overview of the theme of martyrdom (and its absence), in Indian Christian Art in the 
early‑Modern period, detailing how local sensibilities about suffering, as well as other aesthetic 
and technical considerations, prompted many stylistic and thematic shifts in the Christian art 
produced by local artisans, compared with their European counterparts, including the absence 
of representations of the sufferings of Jesus. 
In the final panel, Sabina Pavone discussed Jesuit emotions in the Portuguese empire 
at the end of the 18th century, focusing on the Jesuit expulsions from Goa between 1759‑62, 
during the period of the Society’s suppression in Portugal and its empire. Here, a different 
kind of Jesuit “martyrdom” could be observed, by the hand of fellow‑Christians, and Pavone 
explored the palpable grief, loss, and disorientation that these Jesuits did not hide in their 
letters (unlike many earlier martyrdom narratives), presenting thereby a number of thought‑
provoking reflections on the intersection between the experience of emotions and their textual 
representation. Susana Bastos Mateus closed the workshop with a paper on the New Christians 
of Portugal, once again shifting the protagonists of martyrdom to (mainly) Jewish converts to 
Christianity and their descendents. The cults of martyrdom practised among these persecuted 
peoples in Portugal – which were observed with concern by the very Inquisition that created 
the conditions for such cults – was a powerful reminder of the mutability of martyrdom, and 
that no one group held a monopoly over its evocation. 
The organisers are expecting to publish these papers as an edited collection of essays.
Entre os dias 10 e 12 de junho de 2015, teve lugar na Universidade de Alcalá, mais 
precisamente na sua Faculdade de Direito, o III Simposio Internacional de Estudios Inquisitoriales 
“Nuevas Fronteras”. O objetivo principal deste Simpósio foi trazer a lume as questões que 
envolvem o Santo Ofício, tendo em conta os centros e as periferias, no âmbito da atuação deste 
Tribunal. Os desafios para a implementação e expansão do Santo Ofício foram enormes, tendo 
em conta as transformações ao nível geográfico, político e cultural, vividas a partir dos finais 
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